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What is a CASA volunteer? A court appointed special advocated is a trained citizen who is appointed by a judge to represent the
best interests of a child in court. Children helped by CASA volunteers include those for whom home placement is being determined
in juvenile court. the children are victims of abuse and neglect through no fault of their own.

What is the CASA volunteer's role? A CASA volunteer proves the Judge with a carefully researched background of the child to
help

the court make a sound decision about that child's future. Each home placement case is as unique as the child involved. The CASA
volunteer must gain information that may assist the Judge in determining what placement is the child's best interest. The CASA
volunteer follows through on the case until it is resolved.

How does a volunteer assess a case? The CASA volunteer talks with the child, parents, family memebers, social workers, school
officials, health providers and others who are knowledgable about the child's history. The CASA volunteer also reviews all records
pertaining to the child-school, medical and caseworker reports, and other documents.

How does a CASA volunteer differ from a social service caseworker? State governments generally employ social workers. The CASA
volunteer does not replace the social worker on a case; he or she is an independent appointee of the court. The CASA volunteer can
thoroughly examine a child's case, has knowledge of community resources, and can make a recommendation to the court

independent of state agency restrictions.

How does the role of a CASA volunteer differ from an attorney? The CASA volunteer does not provide legal representation. That is
the role of the attorney. However, the CASA volunteer does provide crucial background information that assists attorneys in
presenting their cases. Itis important to remember that CASA volunteers do not represent a child's wishes in court. Rather, they tell
the court what the child's wishes are, and then they exercise their own independent judgement to determine whether those wishes
are actually in the best interest of the child.

Where can I find CASA in my community? CASA of Houston County, Inc.'s office is located at 206 Carl Vinson Parkway,
Warner Robins, GA, in the Houston County Juvenile Justice Comple, in the Public Defenders wind. CASA of Houston County, Inc.
attempts to serve the entire Houston County population of children in foster care.

What do | have to do to become a CASA volunteer? All volunteers have to be 21 years of age and over and undergo criminal
background checks. A volunteer completes a curriculum of around 30 to 40 hours of training and has the opportunity to observe
juvenile court. A volunteer also learns and observes confidentiality issues regarding juveniles in the legal system.

Velicia Y Lowe, Executive Director
vlowe@houstoncountyga.org
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]

Our mission is to recruit, train, and retain culturally responsive volunteers
who advocate for the "best interest" of deprived children in Houston County;
one child at a time.
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Volunteer Application Form
CASA of Houston County, Inc.

Last Name First Name ’ Middle/Maiden

Home Address

City ’ State Zip Code e-mail

Home Number ’ Cell Number ’ Work Number ’
(optional)

Sex M [F Ethnic Origin | Date of Birth |

Current Employer

Address

Length of Employment Position H

Previous Employment

Have you ever worked for the Department of Family and C Yes

Children Services, the Juvenile Court, or any law

enforcement agency in Houston County? o No

List any volunteer experience you have had and how long you were active.

List any other experience, education, or training related to social service.

Highest level of education




Do you have a valid Georgia driver's license? (™ Yes

C No

Do you have access to a car? C Yes

(" No

Have you ever been convicted of any violation (™ ves
of the law other than minor traffic violations?

(A conviction does not necessarily disqualify ("No
you from the volunteer program)

Have you sought treatment for or are C Yes
you currently in treatment for a mental

health problem? (" No

If Yes, please
explain

Please give 4 references (One family, one personal, two (2) professional).

Name

Phone Number

Address

e-mail

City State | Zip Code |

Relationship

Name

Phone Number

Address

e-mail

City State | Zip Code |

Relationship

Name

Phone Number

Address

e-mail

City State | Zip Code |

Relationship

Name

Phone Number

Address

e-mail

City State | Zip Code |

Relationship




Have you ever had a case/investigation performed by C Yes

The Department of Family and Children Services (DFCS)? ON
o

How did you
hear about the
CASA program?

Why do you
want to
volunteer for
CASA?

THIS CASA PROGRAM IS HEREBY AUTHORIZED TO INVESTIGATE AND VERIFY ALL STATEMENTS MADE IN THIS
APPLICATION AND TO CONDUCT ANY FURTHER INVESTIGATION IT DEEMS NECESSARY TO DETERMINE MY
SUITABILITY AS A CASA VOLUNTEER. | UNDERSTAND THAT THIS APPLICATION DOES NOT ASSURE ACCEPTANCE
IN THE PROGRAM. | WILL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR ASSURING TAHT MY REFERENCES RETURN THE REFERENCE
REQUEST FORM TO THE CASA PROGRAM. | HAVE CAREFULLY CONSIDERED THE JOB DESCRIPTION AND
TRAINING SCHEDULE AND, IF ACCEPTED, WILL OFFER MY SERVICES AS A COURT APPOINTED SPECIAL
ADVOCATE.

’ //signed

Signature Current Date

Submit by Email Print Form




 
 
 
What is a CASA volunteer?  A court appointed special advocated is a trained citizen who is appointed by a judge to represent the 
best interests of a child in court.  Children helped by CASA volunteers include those for whom home placement is being determined
 in juvenile court.  the children are victims of abuse and neglect through no fault of their own.
 
What is the CASA volunteer's role?  A CASA volunteer proves the Judge with a carefully researched background of the child to help
the court make a sound decision about that child's future.  Each home placement case is as unique as the child involved.  The CASA
 volunteer must gain information that may assist the Judge in determining what placement is the child's best interest.  The CASA
volunteer follows through on the case until it is resolved.
 
How does a volunteer assess a case?  The CASA volunteer talks with the child, parents, family memebers, social workers, school
officials, health providers and others who are knowledgable about the child's history.  The CASA volunteer also reviews all records 
pertaining to the child-school, medical and caseworker reports, and other documents.
 
How does a CASA volunteer differ from a social service caseworker?  State governments generally employ social workers.  The CASA
volunteer does not replace the social worker on a case; he or she is an independent appointee of the court.   The CASA volunteer can
thoroughly examine a child's case, has knowledge of community resources, and can make a recommendation to the court 
independent of state agency restrictions.
 
How does the role of a CASA volunteer differ from an attorney?  The CASA volunteer does not provide legal representation.  That is
the role of the attorney.  However, the CASA volunteer does provide crucial background information that assists attorneys in
presenting their cases.  It is important to remember that CASA volunteers do not represent a child's wishes in court.  Rather, they tell
the court what the child's wishes are, and then they exercise their own independent judgement to determine whether those wishes 
are actually in the best interest of the child.
 
Where can I find CASA in my community? CASA of Houston County, Inc.'s office is located at 206 Carl Vinson Parkway,
Warner Robins, GA, in the Houston County Juvenile Justice Complex, in the Public Defenders wind.  CASA of Houston County, Inc.
attempts to serve the entire Houston County population of children in foster care.
 
What do I have to do to become a CASA volunteer?  All volunteers have to be 21 years of age and over and undergo criminal
background checks.  A volunteer completes a curriculum of around 30 to 40 hours of training and has the opportunity to observe
juvenile court.  A volunteer also learns and observes confidentiality issues regarding juveniles in the legal system.
 
 
Velicia Y Lowe, Executive Director                                                      
vlowe@houstoncountyga.org                                                      
 
 
 
 
Mission Statement
 
Our mission is to recruit, train, and retain culturally responsive volunteers
who advocate for the "best interest" of deprived children in Houston County;
one child at a time.
Volunteer Application Form
CASA of Houston County, Inc.
 
 
Sex
Have you ever worked for the Department of Family and
Children Services, the Juvenile Court, or any law
enforcement agency in Houston County?
List any volunteer experience you have had and how long you were active.
List any other experience, education, or training related to social service.
Highest level of education
Do you have a valid Georgia driver's license?
Have you ever been convicted of any violation
of the law other than minor traffic violations?
(A conviction does not necessarily disqualify
you from the volunteer program)
Do you have access to a car?
Have you sought treatment for or are
you currently in treatment for a mental
health problem?
Please give 4 references (One family, one personal, two (2) professional).
Have you ever had a case/investigation performed by 
The Department of Family and Children Services (DFCS)?
Signature
THIS CASA PROGRAM IS HEREBY AUTHORIZED TO INVESTIGATE AND VERIFY ALL STATEMENTS MADE IN THIS APPLICATION AND TO CONDUCT ANY FURTHER INVESTIGATION IT DEEMS NECESSARY TO DETERMINE MY SUITABILITY AS A CASA VOLUNTEER.  I UNDERSTAND THAT THIS APPLICATION DOES NOT ASSURE ACCEPTANCE IN THE PROGRAM.  I WILL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR ASSURING TAHT MY REFERENCES RETURN THE REFERENCE REQUEST FORM TO THE CASA PROGRAM.  I HAVE CAREFULLY CONSIDERED THE JOB DESCRIPTION AND TRAINING SCHEDULE AND, IF ACCEPTED, WILL OFFER MY SERVICES AS A COURT APPOINTED SPECIAL ADVOCATE.
//signed
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